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This September we marked HSE Library Day across our national
network of health libraries. It’s a timely moment to reflect on the vital
role libraries play in supporting everyone working in the health service
— from clinicians and researchers to administrators and policy
makers.
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Across our network, HSE libraries hosted events to raise awareness of the
services available — from drop-in sessions and resource showcases to
training workshops and outreach activities. 

Let’s continue to champion the use of evidence, celebrate the power of knowledge, and ensure that library
access remains a cornerstone of our health service.
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To mark the occasion, we hosted a special webinar showcasing the many
ways library staff support the integration of evidence into everyday
practice. The recording is now available at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Z1nTzLF05PI&feature=youtu.be, and we encourage everyone to
watch and share it with colleagues.

A special thank you goes to all our HSE library staff, whose expertise,
dedication, and innovation continue to drive the use of evidence in
practice. Their work behind the scenes — curating resources, supporting
research, and guiding users — is fundamental to the delivery of safe,
effective, and high-quality care.

Libraries are more than just repositories of information. They are dynamic,
responsive hubs of knowledge that empower staff to make evidence-informed
decisions every day. Whether it's accessing the latest clinical guidelines,
reviewing systematic reviews, 

Right across the country – from Tralee to Tullamore, from Wexford to
Letterkenny – library staff were on hand to showcase the extensive range of
resources and services they provide. Information literacy and skills training,
evidence discovery and evaluation, document supply and problem solving –
all were on display. 

No health service can function without timely access to the best and latest research, or without trained
professionals who can locate, store, analyse and disseminate that research. This is what the staff of HSE
Library do every day.

or finding trusted sources to support service development, a professional clinical library service ensures that the
best possible outcomes are achieved for patients and service users.

Patient Library in SLRON p. 8

Nutrition & Dietetics
Research Bulletin p. 10



HSE Library Day 2025 - Dr Steevens’ Hospital

HSE Library HQ in Dr Steevens’ Hospital played its part in HSE Library Day this year. A BMJ webinar was
followed by a lively presentation with plenty of questions and contributions from an engaged audience.
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Apart from the webinar, visitors to the library could enjoy
the use of the Dr Steevens’ Library massage chair (which
proved extremely popular!) and help to assemble the
1000-piece Dr Steevesn’ Hospital jigsaw puzzle.
Refreshments and merch were also on hand to make it an
enjoyable as well as informative day.



HSE Library Day – 24th September 2025
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HSE Library Day at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital

Natasha Smith, Library Assistant
Ruth O’Rourke, Executive Librarian
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital

On Wednesday, 24th September 2025, Our Lady of Lourdes
Hospital (OLOLH) Library hosted a vibrant HSE Library Day packed
with activities, competitions, and celebrations that brought staff
together in a fun and engaging way.

The morning began with an inspiring opening address from
James McGary, Deputy General Services Manager, who
spoke warmly about the many roles the library plays in
supporting staff. 

James praised the library team for always listening to the
needs of their users, for successfully fulfilling those needs to
date, and for their commitment to continuing this work into
the future. 
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Live music and MC duties were led by Darren Behan, CNM3
Practice Development, who kept the energy high throughout the
morning with word searches, book-guessing games, and prize
draws. Staff enjoyed plenty of treats alongside the chance to win
prizes, including a signed book by GP and bestselling author Claire
Gleeson – Show Me where it Hurts.

Wellness Corner & Book Club Launch
The library supported the OLOLH Wellness
Team with the launch of the hospital’s
first Book Club, with 12 staff joining on
the day. Local author Grace Cowley
generously donated copies of her
memoir Unexpected to help kick things
off.

The new EnergyPod in the library’s
Wellness Corner also proved a hit, with
staff praising the opportunity to
experience a dedicated rest space that
boosts energy and wellbeing.

They also admired the lovely changes to
the library provided by Bizquip, whose
refurbishment support has created a
more welcoming and inspiring
environment. Bizquip also generously
donated prizes for competitions on the
day, adding to the celebratory spirit.

The morning closed with the first OLOLH HSE Library Champion award.
A closely contested poll resulted in joint winners - Adaora Ifeoma
Chidume, Clerical Officer and Deepa Kolattukudy, CNM2, Audit
Practice Development. 

Both champions expressed their gratitude, with Adaora noting: “This
recognition is a reminder of the value of libraries as spaces of
knowledge, support, and community in healthcare. I look forward to
continuing to champion innovation, learning culture, collaboration, and
service excellence in every role I undertake within the HSE.”

Football Fever & Community Connections
Local sports journalist and author Barry Landy shared his
journey from writing to editing, drawing on stories from his book
Emerald Exiles: How the Irish Made Their Mark on World
Football. He kindly donated three signed copies to attendees.

He was followed by Aoife Burns, Social and Environmental
Sustainability Officer, and Rian Wogan, CEO of Drogheda
United FC, who spoke about the club’s community outreach
work in partnership with the hospital’s health promotion team.
They discussed youth initiatives, men’s health, and mental
health awareness campaigns. Drogheda United also sponsored
a signed football, won by Caitriona McGahey, ADON eHealth/
Pathway to Excellence.



Padraig Manning
Lenus Repository Manager

Rollout of ORCID to HSE researchers
This summer, HSE Library and Research & Evidence embarked on
an exciting new project to improve the visibility and trustworthiness
of research carried out in the organisation. 

ORCID (Open Researcher and Contributor ID) is a unique identifier
linked to an online record. It allows one researcher to be
distinguished from all others – even those who share the same
name. 

But ORCID is so much more than just a means of differentiating
between names. It allows researchers to store information on:

Research output – articles, dissertations, posters, surveys and
more

Funding: details of grants, bursaries, and other research
funding awards can be included

Professional recognitions: invited positions; distinctions,
awards and honours; peer review work and editorships.
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All these can be included in the ORCID record linked to a person’s ORCID ID. In turn, the ID can be attached
to a person’s name in a wide range of contexts, from journals to repositories and even HR records.

Having an ORCID greatly enhances a
researcher’s professional profile. What’s more,
any of the information in the ORCID record
can be confirmed by a relevant organisation. 

Employment affiliations can be validated by
an employer. Research publications can be
validated by a journal publisher, and funding
awards by a university or research fund
manager. 

This enhances trust in both the researcher
and the work associated with them.

A welcome effect of the validation process is the amount of time researchers save in managing their own
research profiles. By authorising employers, publishers and funders to update their information, researchers can
spend more of their time actually carrying out research.

The HSE (through HSE Library) has joined the Irish ORCID Consortium, administered by IReL. This enables the
HSE – with the permission of the researchers – to confirm that researchers are employed by the organisation.
The bona fides of the researchers are emphasised, and the HSE’s research profile is boosted. It’s a small but
effective advance in research integrity.

For more information on ORCID, contact Padraig Manning at padraig.manning@hse.ie



Dr Maeve O’Reilly
Consultant in Palliative Care
SLRON

Patient Library in St Luke’s Hospital, Rathgar
In addition to its staff library, St Luke’s Hospital Rathgar is delighted to add a
patient library to its long list of initiatives aimed at making the patient’s
experience more pleasant. 

It has been long recognised that reading has huge therapeutic value to
people who are ill. Bibliotherapy is the broad term used for the ancient
practice of encouraging reading for therapeutic effect. 

“A book may be a stimulant or a sedative or an irritant or a soporific…it
may be the nature of a soothing syrup” (Bagster 1916).
 
Long before him the ancient Greeks had already recognised the
importance of reading with an inscription over the library in Thebes
saying this was a “healing place for the soul”. 

Freud used literature during his psychoanalysis sessions and reading
was used regularly as therapy to traumatised soldiers after WW1.
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Bibliotherapy is recognised as a viable therapy used by psychologists, social care workers and doctors amongst
others. Reading is also good for carers and health care professionals with studies showing those who read a
lot of fiction are more empathic than those who don’t. 

Regular readers sleep better, have lower tress levels, higher self esteem and lower rates of depression than
non-readers. There is some evidence that regular reading can slow cognitive decline as we age. What’s not to
like?!

Many hospitals, nursing homes and hospices across the country have already established libraries for their
patients with great success. We are delighted to see our own library now take shape in the main atrium beside
the old nursing admin office. 

Books are kindly donated by staff and maintained by our librarian Dymphna McGettigan. Any patient or their
relative waiting in the area are welcome to pick up a book and read. It’s great to see patients getting stuck
into a book!

Huge thanks to everyone who supported this venture, especially Ema to painted the recycled bookshelf so
beautifully, to Dymphna who sorted the books, Chiara who gave infection control advice, to Brendan who
secured it in place and to the nursing admin staff who were so supportive. 

“Let us read and let us dance; these two amusements will never do any
harm to the world” (Voltaire)
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Linda Halton , Executive Librarian
HSE Library East

NEW: Nutrition & Dietetics Research Bulletin 

We are happy to announce the
launch of a new research bulletin for
nutrition and dietetics.
 
HSE Library’s suite of research
bulletins aim to keep busy healthcare
professionals up to date with
evidence, research, and
developments in their specialty. 

10

Patients' Voices and Dietitians' Perspectives on Meaningful Aspects in the Nutritional
Care of Patients at Risk of Malnutrition After Stroke

Diet, Physical Activity and Depression: Does Gastrointestinal Health Help Explain the
Relationship Between Lifestyle Factors and Depression?

Outcomes of early compared with delayed initiation of feeding after placement of
percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy tube: A systematic review and meta-analysis

“Let us read and let us dance; these two amusements will never do any
harm to the world” (Voltaire)

Your HSE Library login will give you
access to the articles included in the
research bulletins. You can register
for your HSE Library login HERE.

Below is a sample of some of the
articles included in the first issue of
the Nutrition & Dietetics Research
Bulletin.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jhn.70091
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jhn.70091
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jhn.70091
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jhn.70091
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/nbu.12734
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/nbu.12734
https://aspenjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jpen.2774
https://aspenjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jpen.2774
https://books.hli.ie/plugin/koha-self-reg/


Pastures new for Clare Healy Murphy

New Librarian for University Hospital Limerick

Denise Duffy
Library Resources Manager
Community Healthcare & Outreach 

Clare worked alongside us in Merlin Park University Hospital and was our
go-to person for all things technical, when IT failed to get our printers
working Clare worked her magic and hey presto.  

She is very creative, with a keen eye for detail and leaves a legacy and
library of posters and leaflets for re-use. 
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We said “au revoir” to Clare (librarian in Merlin Park Hospital,
Galway)  on August 29  . Clare along with her husband Keith is
embarking on a new and exciting adventure by moving to France.
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They have long loved the country and holidayed there every year,
travelling the length and breadth of the country in their camper van. 

A new chapter for sure, they are leaving behind the traditional notion
of jobs and see what comes along. As they have often remarked “life
is too short” and so they are grabbing it with both hands and a sense
of the unknown.

TJennifer Butler has been appointed as the new HSE Librarian at University Hospital Limerick.
As a HSE librarian, Jennifer’s role is to provide staff with timely access to medical literature, research
support, evidence-based resources, and tailored training to help enhance clinical decision-making. 

Whether staff need assistance with literature searches, or research training sessions for all HSE staff,
Jennifer is available to collaborate and ensure staff have the information they need.

A native of the Motor City itself - Detroit, Michigan, Jennifer has
held a number of posts in the HSE library service, including in
University Hospital Kerry and Dr Steevens’ Hospital in Dublin.

Jennifer is looking forward to meeting staff in person, learning
more about your departments, and exploring ways the library can
support staff research and clinical activities. 

For more information or to schedule consultations, workshops, or
simply chat about how we can work together, please contact
Jennifer.butler2@hse.ie or 087 1800 915.

Claire joined HSE WEST Library Services (as we were known as then) in
2002 and saw it all! We will miss her in Galway, wish her the best for her
adventures and look forward to hearing about them at Christmas when
she reckons she will get to join us for our library staff festive celebrations. 



Padraig Manning
Lenus Repository Manager

Lenus repository upgrade
After a lengthy upgrade process, HSE Library’s Lenus repository has
been relaunched with a bright and clean new interface and
improved functionality.

Lenus is built on the open-source DSpace software, now updated to v7.6 An Open Access repository, it makes
all its contents freely and openly available to all. All material added to the repository is vetted for relevance
and copyright.
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Lenus is the HSE’s health repository, with more than 45,000 items. These cover everything from clinical research,
theses and dissertations, to patient information, clinical guidance and reports from more than a hundred health
organisations past and present. In 2024 the repository had more than 1.5 million downloads.

The upgraded repository will have a number of new and exciting features. Chief among these is DataCite DOI
integration. DOIs are a persistent identifier, essential for long-term preservation of electronic resources and for
making those resources findable and accessible. When this integration is complete, the repository will be able
to assign a DOI to any item it contains.

Even more far-reaching is the
introduction of entities as an
operational feature. Based on the
Semantic Web concept of linked
data, entities can xuse persistent
identifiers and defined
relationships to construct more
flexible representations of the
ways in which data are
interlinked.

In practical terms, `this will enable the dynamic construction of author profile pages or project pages
within the repository – a major advance in research communication.



In each newsletter issue, the Information Skills team at HSE Library provide a useful tip to optimise
your literature search process. Having looked at how to develop a focused research question using
a structured framework such as PICO in the previous issue, our next tip is the use of Boolean
operators:

 BOOLEAN OPERATORS
Nicola Fay, 
HSE Library Infoskills Team

The Boolean operator OR is used to search for all the potential keywords in one element of the PICO e.g.
handwashing OR hand-washing OR hand hygiene 

Finds articles in which any of the terms appear i.e. broadens the search 

HSE Library provides expert assistance with literature searches. Whether you are conducting research,
preparing for a presentation, or seeking evidence-based information, we are here to guide you through the
process. Register for one of our upcoming online training sessions or contact your local HSE Library today!

Information Skills: Mastering the literature search
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The Boolean operator AND is used to combine different elements of the PICO e.g. nursing homes AND
handwashing AND infection control 

Finds articles in which all of the terms appear i.e. narrows the search

The Boolean operator NOT is used to narrow your search by excluding certain terms from your search e.g.
quality NOT safety

Use with caution as you might exclude relevant articles from your search results

https://bookings.hli.ie/calendar/infotraining?cid=7802&t=g&d=0000-00-00&cal=7802&inc=0
https://hselibrary.ie/category/your-local-library/
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HSE Library | Infoskills
#hselibrary

The aim of this workshop is to demonstrate the functionality of
Rayyan to screen articles for systematic reviews and other evidence

synthesis projects.

Grey Literature - 
what it is & how to
search for it

Common errors in the
search process for your
literature review

Learn about the different types of grey literature. This presentation will
also include different strategies for searching, presenting, and evaluating

grey literature.

This presentation will highlight some of the common errors made in
the search process by those undertaking systematic reviews and how

these can be avoided.

Training requests & contact

Contact the Information Skills Team to request group training:
https://hse-ie.libwizard.com/f/train
or email your query to library.infoskills@hse.ie

1 hour = 1 CPD credit

Getting started
with your
literature review 

How to search the Health
Science Premium Collection on
ProQuest for clinical information

Managing and screening
references using EndNote
& Rayyan

The aim of this workshop is to teach the skills for developing a research question
and searching, selecting and managing the best available evidence to answer

that research question, according to a defined, planned and consistent method.

This session is intended to introduce the platform and the
content to anyone new to ProQuest with an assumed

knowledge of the basics of online searching.

HSE Library Training

 Jul - Dec 2025

HSE Library Training
 Jul - Dec 2025

Training is delivered by librarians with advanced searching skills and experience
 of electronic resources and information search tools. 

Our purpose is to develop and deliver educational sessions and resources to enable library users to become self-
sufficient in searching for, retrieving, and using information to facilitate evidence-based and informed practice.

9 SEP
11:00
13:00

11 SEP
11:00
12:00

2 OCT
11:00
12:00

15 OCT
14:30
15:30

How to search the Health Science
Premium Collection on ProQuest
for healthcare management

This session is intended to introduce the platform and the
content to anyone new to ProQuest with an assumed

knowledge of the basics of online searching. 

21 OCT

11:00
12:00

Searching Medline and
Embase on the Ovid
platform

Topics covered include how to conduct a literature search in Embase
and Medline on the Ovid platform, use search techniques, create an

account to save results and searches, and export or email results.

12 NOV
11:00
12:00

20 NOV
11:00
12:00

Reference
management using
Zotero

The aim of this workshop is to learn about Zotero, a free reference
management software package, also known as bibliographic

software. 

25 NOV
11:00
12:00

4 DEC
11:00
12:00

Searching
Pubmed

The training session will introduce the PubMed database which is a free online tool
from the National Library of Medicine. An overview of searching by keyword and

subject term (MeSH), search techniques and saving results will be provided.

Further information on HSE Library resources and guidance 
on how to use them can be found in our ‘How to guides’: https://hli.ie/

https://hse-ie.libwizard.com/f/train
mailto:library.infoskills@hse.ie
https://hli.ie/
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New AI features added to UpToDate



MAYO UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 
Mon 9.30 am - 5.00 pm, Tues 9.30 am - 6.00 pm, Wed 9.30 am - 5.00

pm, Thur 9.30 am - 6.00 pm, Fri 9.30 am - 5.00 pm

PORTIUNCULA HOSPITAL
Mon. 9.00-5.00, Tue. 9.00-4.30, Wed. 9.00-4.30, Thu. 9.00-5.00 and  Fri.

9.00- 2.00. Study room available 24/7.

CONNOLLY HOSPITAL 
 Mon to Thurs: 10.00am -12:30pm  and 1.30pm -4.00pm.

 24/7 swipe access to study rooms 

MIDLAND REGIONAL HOSPITAL, PORTLAOISE 
Mon - Wed, Fri: 10.00 am - 1.00 pm and 2.00 pm - 4:30 pm 

Study room available 24/7

OUR LADY OF LOURDES HOSPITAL, DROGHEDA
 
Monday to Thursday 9:30 am - 1.00 pm and 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm

Friday 9.30 am - 1.00 pm and 2.00 pm - 4.30 pm

Study Area Mon-Sun 7.00 am - 11.00 pm 

MIDLAND REGIONAL HOSPITAL, TULLAMORE
9:30am - 1.00pm and 2.00 - 4:30pm Monday to Friday.  24/7 swipe access

to study rooms 

NAAS GENERAL HOSPITAL
24/7 for the PCs/staff area. We hope to have the library staffed Monday to

Friday 9.30am - 4.30pm 

CAVAN GENERAL HOSPITAL
Open 24hrs with staff onsite Monday to Friday 8.45am - 4.00pm

HLI HQ - DR STEEVENS' HOSPITAL 
Monday to Friday 10.00 am - 12.00 pm; 2.00pm - 4.00 pm

MERLIN PARK
Mon 9.00 am - 5.00 pm;,Tue 9.30 am - 5.00 pm, Wed 8.30 am - 6.00

pm,  Thurs: 9.00 am - 5.00 pm, Fri: 9.00 am  2.00 pm

MIDLANDS REGIONAL HOSPITAL, MULLINGAR 
Monday - Friday 10am - 1.00pm and 2.00pm - 4.30pm

ROSCOMMON UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL
Open 24/7 (unstaffed).  Staffed Mon & Thurs.

Monday - Tuesday 9.15 am – 5.00pm, Wednesday 9.15 am – 7.00 pm,

Thursday 9.15 am – 7.00 pm, Friday 9.15 am – 4.00 pm.  

Computer area is open 24/7

SLIGO UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

ST. CONAL'S HOSPITAL LETTERKENNY 
 Monday - Friday from 9:30am - 5.00pm.

Open unstaffed - 24 hr swipe card access  

Staffed Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri 10.00am - 4.00pm

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL LIMERICK 

ST. LUKE'S RADIATION ONCOLOGY NETWORK (SLRON)
Monday  - Friday 7.00 am - 6.00 pm 

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL KERRY
Open 24/7 - staffed Mon - Fri: 8.30 am - 4.30

pm

WEXFORD HOSPITAL LIBRARY
Open 24/7.  Staffed Mon - Fri: 9.00 am - 1.00 pm 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm.

ST. COLUMCILLE’S HOSPITAL
Access to Library study area and PCs Monday to Friday 7am -7pm

Library staffed Monday and Wednesday 9.15 am - 5.30 pm, Thursday 9.30

am - 5.30 pm

Monday – Thursday 9.00 am – 5.00 pm; Friday 9.00 am – 3.30 pm. 

Out-of-hours access via swipe-card to Library Training Room.

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL WATERFORD

Locations and
Opening Hours

ADULT MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES (AMHS) CORK
Mon - Fri: 9.00 am - 1.00 pm 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm

CORK UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL
Mon - Thurs: 9.00 am - 1.45 pm 2.30 pm - 5.00 pm

Fri: 9.00 am - 2.00 pm

Mon - Fri: 9.00 am - 1.00 pm 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm

TIPPERARY UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

ST. LUKE'S GENERAL HOSPITAL, KILKENNY
Monday  - Friday 9.00 am - 5.00 pm 

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL GALWAY
Mon/Tues: 8.30 am - 5.00 pm;  Wed: 8.30 am - 6.30 pm; Thurs: 9.00 am -

6.30pm & Friday 8.30am - 3.00 pm

16


