
*NEW* features:

1. 5-day RTI target 

• Strive for 5 days for RTI

2. Snapshot of your prescribing

• See your data vs national targets and peers

3. Better trend insight 

• Quarterly data (replacing 12-month aggregates) 

and 3-year trend graphs show progress over 

time

4. Focus on children aged 0-6 years 

• Enables identification of variation and 

opportunities to reduce unnecessary 

prescribing.

Key features of new prescriber antibiotic report
HSE AMRIC PCRS Antibiotic Quality Improvement Initiative for Community Prescribers 

The prescriber level reports include a summary of antibiotic prescriptions dispensed and reimbursed for 

General Medical Services (GMS) patients on a prescribers GMS panel. 

The GMS panel includes patients who are registered with a prescriber under the GMS scheme. 

For more information go to: 

Antibioticprescribing.ie > HSE AMRIC 

PCRS Antibiotic Quality Improvement 

Initiative for Community Prescribers 
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Key features of new prescriber antibiotic report
HSE AMRIC PCRS Antibiotic Quality Improvement Initiative for Community Prescribers 

National targets:
1. Have you met the national target? 

2. What action can you take to achieve it 

next quarter?

How does my prescribing compare to 

that of my peers?
• Lower: Among the lowest 25% of 

prescribers. 

• Average: Within the middle 50% of 

prescribers. 

• Higher: Among the highest 25% of 

prescribers.  

The estimated number of antibiotic prescriptions you would need to 

reduce by in a quarter to meet the national prescribing rate target.

3 key areas of focus in Table 1
1. Reduce antibiotic prescribing rate

2. Reduce % Red antibiotics

3. Reduce prescriptions for RTI with 

duration >5 days
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Key features of new prescriber antibiotic report
HSE AMRIC PCRS Antibiotic Quality Improvement Initiative for Community Prescribers 

Reduce antibiotic prescribing rate

Target: 36 or fewer prescriptions per 100 GMS patients per quarter

Your antibiotic prescribing rate over time. 

Allows you to compare to national rate and target

Focus on children ages 0-6 years
• Upper respiratory infections are common among pre-school 

aged children (up to 10–12 per year)

• Most RTIs are viral/ self-limiting; antibiotics are more likely to 

cause harm than benefit.V1.0 June 2026 



 

Key features of new prescriber antibiotic report
HSE AMRIC PCRS Antibiotic Quality Improvement Initiative for Community Prescribers 

RED = Avoid using as first line in community setting 

more significant adverse effect profiles and drug-drug interactions

Target: 29% or less Red

Your % Red over time. 

Allows you to compare to national % and target
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Key features of new prescriber antibiotic report
HSE AMRIC PCRS Antibiotic Quality Improvement Initiative for Community Prescribers 

If antibiotics are required, strive for 5 days for RTI

 7 day course for RTI is no longer recommended in primary care.

* Chart based on GMS prescriptions 2025. Amoxicillin 500mg capsule quantity is used as a 
proxy for duration of treatment for RTI - in 2025, 51% of GMS prescriptions for this agent 
exceeded 5 days (mostly 7-day courses).

2025: 51% exceeded 5 days.

2026 AMRIC target: 10% or less amoxicillin 

500mg capsule prescriptions greater than 5 days
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