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1-page explainer for new version of quarterly reports for HSE AMRIC PCRS 
Antibiotic Quality Improvement Initiative for Community Prescribers 
 
Thank you for your continued engagement with the HSE AMRIC antibiotic quality 
improvement initiative. Since 2019, this programme has increased use of Green over Red 
antibiotics, with Ireland now achieving EU targets. The next phase focuses on reducing 
overall antibiotic use in line with EU targets. 
 
This updated report is designed to support you in optimising your prescribing. We are 
very grateful to the GPs who participated in the review and update of the report. Some of 
the key changes: 
 
1. Clear snapshot of your prescribing 

• Page 1 summarises your data, linking performance to actions and goals; further 
detail is on page 2. Table 1 shows national targets, your quarterly performance, 
and peer benchmarking.  If target not met, the required reduction in prescriptions 
for that quarter is shown. 

• Each report includes a concise, actionable key message. 
2. New respiratory tract infection (RTI) duration metric – Strive for five days 

• Amoxicillin (500mg every 8 hours) is recommended as a first-choice antibiotic, 
largely specific to RTI indications, and evidence strongly indicates a 5-day duration 
is effective. Amoxicillin 500mg capsule quantity is used as a proxy for duration of 
treatment for RTI - in 2025, 51% of GMS prescriptions for this agent exceeded 5 
days (mostly 7-day courses). 

• Longer durations offer no added benefit and increase risk of harm and resistance 

• 2026 AMRIC target: 10% or less of prescriptions for amoxicillin 500mg capsules 
with a duration for more than 5 days. 

• Adhering to the 5 day recommendation for RTI reduces total antibiotic exposure for 
this patient cohort by 29%. 

3. Improved trend monitoring   

• Quarterly data (replacing 12-month aggregates) supports clearer assessment of 
change. 

• Trend graphs now extend to 3-year lookback for better insight. 
4. Focus on children aged 0-6 years  

• Enables identification of variation and opportunities to reduce unnecessary 
prescribing. 

• Upper respiratory infections are common among pre-school aged children (up to 
10–12 per year) but become less common as children get older.  

• Most RTIs are viral/ self-limiting; antibiotics are more 
likely to cause harm than benefit. 
 

For full details on how to use and interpret the updated report 
visit: Antibioticprescribing.ie > HSE AMRIC PCRS Antibiotic 
Quality Improvement Initiative for Community Prescribers  
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